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The Chikaming Legacy 

When tackling a new initiative, it’s no secret that 
you can often accomplish much more through great 
collaborations than you would otherwise get done on 
your own. Partnerships allow for a diversity of 
expertise, increased resources, and the opportunity to 
share the workload. And guess what? Strong, smart 
partnerships help in another, extremely beneficial 
way: they can help secure the dollars needed to fund 
that initiative.  
 
This was born out over the winter with the awarding 
of major state-funded grants to two different 
collaborations in which Chikaming Open Lands is a 
partner. One is concentrated on invasive species 
management, and the other is focused on water 
quality and pollution reduction in Southwest 
Michigan. 
 
To address the issues raised by invasive species in 
our region, Chikaming Open Lands entered a 

partnership with the Van Buren Conservation 
District, the Berrien Conservation District, the Cass 
County Conservation District, Southwest Michigan 
Land Conservancy, The Nature Conservancy 
Michigan, Michigan Nature Association, The 
Stewardship Network, Two Rivers Coalition, 
Southwest Michigan Planning Commission, and 
many others in the region to form the SW x SW 
Corner CISMA (Cooperative Invasive Species 
Management Area).  
 
As a group, the SW X SW Corner CISMA received a 
grant for $292,300 from the Michigan Departments 
of Natural Resources, Environmental Quality, and 
Agricultural and Rural Development under the 
Michigan Invasive Species Grant Program. The 
program, which is a joint effort of the three 
departments, is part of a statewide initiative launched 
in 2014 to help prevent and control invasive species 
in Michigan. (continued on page 5) 

Two New Collaborations + Two Great Initiatives = Two Substantial Grants 
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Chikaming Open Lands 
is the local land 

conservancy dedicated to 
preserving the open 

spaces and natural rural 
character of southwest 

Berrien County. 

We protect and restore native 
plant and animal habitat in the 
area, improve water quality in 
our rivers, streams and in Lake 

Michigan, and permanently 
preserve ecologically 

significant forests, prairies and 
wetlands, as well as prime 
farmland and other open 

spaces in this community. 
 
 
Board of Directors 
Linda Puvogel President  
David Eblen, Vice President  
Bill Racine, Treasurer  
Steve Smith, Secretary  
Ron Farina 
Vickie Herget 
Aaron Kaminski 
George Lucas 
Clay Robinson 
Jean Smith 
Bob Tatina 
Peter Van Nice 
 
 
Staff 
Chris Thompson,  
   Executive Director 
Stacey LaRocco 
   Accounting & Program 

Coordinator 
Ryan Postema 
  Land Protection Specialist 
Jennifer Thompson 
   Development & Marketing 
   Manager 
 

 
 
  

Chikaming Open Lands 
12291 Red Arrow Highway 
Sawyer, MI 49125 
(269) 405-1006 
col@chikamingopenlands.org 
chikamingopenlands.org 

Dear Chikaming Open Lands members and friends, 
 
Spring has sprung! Red buds and forsythia are 

flowering, trout lilies, trillium and jack-in-the-
pulpit are sprouting, and my daily evening hike 

along woodland and dune is filled with a bursting  
cacophony of color, change and beauty. Spring in 

Michigan, a season of renewal and growth, never 

fails to amaze and surprise me.  
 
Chikaming Open Lands is also experiencing growth and change, and much of it is 

the new partnerships that have recently been formed and are highlighted in this 

Spring newsletter. We are partnering with The Chicago Field Museum and River 

Valley Schools to provide an environmental education curriculum that engages  
students and teachers in field studies and hands-on learning – using Chikaming 

Open Lands’ nature preserves as an outdoor laboratory!  
 
Other new partnerships include the recent grant awards focused on land protection 

and stewardship. Partners include Southwest Michigan Planning Commission, The 

Conservation Fund, Berrien Conservation District, The Nature Conservancy MI, 

The Stewardship Network, Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy, Berrien County 

Health Department and many other organizations. There is no doubt that working 

together with these organizations improves all of our chances to qualify and  
compete for grant awards.  
 
Increasing opportunities and resources through collaboration is nothing new for 

stimulating organizational growth for Chikaming Open Lands. As the organization 

grows and becomes more successful, we will continue to actively seek out mutually 

beneficial partnerships that further our mission of protecting and restoring this  
special corner of Southwest Michigan.  
 
Best Regards, 
 
Chris Thompson 
 
 
Executive Director 
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Great Things Happening Now 

View of the Grand Beach Marsh in summer 
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restore native habitat 

improve water quality 

preserve open space Not only do we protect and restore natural open spaces 

in our community, Chikaming Open Lands is inspiring 

the next generation of nature enthusiasts and  
conservationists.  
 
We are taking on a wonderful new initiative to get our 

local elementary school children excited about nature 

and the environment around them. The Mighty Acorns 

program is an environmental education curriculum that 

engages students and teachers in field studies and 

hands-on learning opportunities in one of the greatest classrooms in the world: nature! It's a great way to 

develop smart and happy kids who appreciate the natural world.  

Chikaming Open Lands and The Mighty Acorns 

Chikaming Open Lands and The Village of Michiana 

Chikaming Open Lands and YOU 

The Village of Michiana is planning to donate a  
conservation easement on 10 acres of dunes and beach 

owned by the Village. The easement would permanently 

extinguish development rights on this very valuable  
portion of the lakefront, while preserving Village access 

to the beach and lake. 
 
This is Chikaming Open Lands’ first conservation  
easement project in partnership with a municipality, and 

is a wonderful opportunity to protect critical dune and wildlife habitat—land that is highly desirable and 

would otherwise be under threat of development. We expect the project to close early this summer. 

It is the support of you, our members, that make these 

and other wonderful initiatives possible. Help us ensure 

that this area retains its beautiful natural character,  
making it a great place for all to live, work and play.  
 
Together, we can change lives and conserve cherished 

places.  

Please make your 2016 gift to Chikaming Open Lands today! 



 

A New Way to Give 
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It was the Quonset hut that got 

their attention. Bill and Ruth Knack were 

looking for a cottage in Lakeside or Union Pier that 

might also provide some rental income. They found the 

cluster of four cottages—one of which was a Quonset 

hut—in 1986 on what is now Knack Lane.  
 
As an architect, Bill took notice of the World War II-
era, barrel-roofed, corrugated steel structure. Both Bill 

and Ruth liked the fact that the property was  
surrounded by trees, which made the cottages feel  
secluded and private. They respectfully rehabbed the 

structures, using as much of the original materials as 

possible, and went on to spend many wonderful  
weekends in one or the other cottage, sometimes  
reserving one for guests while renting out the others. 
 
Then in 2012, Bill Knack passed away and Ruth found 

herself managing the four cottages on her own. She 

decided it was time to put the property on the market. 

“I was very reluctant to sell,” she says, “but the place 

required a lot of maintenance and more expertise than I 

felt I had.” After one transaction fell through, Ruth and 

her real estate agent, Dan Coffey, discussed another 

option: donating the property to Chikaming Open 

Lands. 
 
As the longtime executive editor of the monthly  
magazine of the American Planning Association, Ruth 

has been deeply involved in historic preservation and  
 

environmental issues (this spring, she was  
inducted into the College of Fellows of the 

American Institute of Certified Planners). “I 

want us to preserve as much open space as 

possible, and I see the conservancy movement 

as a way to do it,” she says. She notes that her 

husband was an avid conservationist who was 

very concerned about the protection of the  
landscape and expressed that concern in his 

work as an architect and planner.  
 
Ruth wasn’t sure at first whether her two-and-
a-half acres were enough to be considered for 

a donation. “In fact we were very interested,” 

says Chikaming Open Lands Executive Director Chris 

Thompson. “Chikaming Open Lands is best known for 

accepting gifts of properties with high conservation 

values that we turn into nature preserves. But smaller 

properties—weekend homes and rental houses—can 

still be incredibly valuable to our organization,  
especially if they are salable.” That was true of this 

property, with its great location in Union Pier and  
lovely wooded lot.  
 
In the end Ruth deeded the property to Chikaming 

Open Lands (looking forward to realizing a substantial 

income tax deduction over several years). Chikaming 

Open Lands in turn sold the site late last year.  
 
The buyer, we are pleased to report, has kept many of 

the site’s special features (including the Quonset hut), 

and the net proceeds from the sale are being used to 

support the conservancy’s mission and programs. A 

portion of the money has been used to establish the 

William A. Knack Memorial Fund, which will fund 

land protection and stewardship projects.  
 
Donations like this one have an immediate impact in 

our community, making it possible for Chikaming 

Open Lands to preserve our ecological treasures for 

generations to come.  
 
If you are interested in learning more about making a 

gift of real estate to Chikaming Open Lands, please 

contact our office to arrange a time for a site visit and a 

discussion about the future of your property.  

Bill Knack at the Knack Lane cottage 



 

Partners in Restoration 
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The SW x SW Corner CISMA will collaborate to identify, map 
and monitor invasive species. Its ultimate goal is to develop an 
early detection and rapid response program. This program  
includes a trained “strike team” of staff and volunteers that will 
document, map and treat both terrestrial and aquatic invasive 
species. In addition, the partnership will develop and implement 
outreach efforts to provide public and private landowners and 
managers with the tools to identify and prevent invasive species 
on their own properties. 
 
The second collaboration that addresses water quality in the  
region partners Chikaming Open Lands with the Southwest 
Michigan Planning Commission, The Conservation Fund, the 
Berrien County Health Department and others.  
 
Together, the partnership received a SAW Grant (Stormwater, 
Asset Management & Wastewater) of $472,000 from the  
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ). The 
grant supports the creation of watershed management plans for 
the twelve direct tributaries flowing into Lake Michigan, span-
ning from the Indiana state line to Grand Mere State Park in  
Stevensville. 
 
The SAW partners will work together to conduct stream  
surveys, create watershed maps and ascertain current land use to 

identify and prioritize critical areas for preservation and  
management. The end result of this work will be a  
comprehensive watershed management plan for a significant 

area of lakeshore. This plan will identify pollution threats and 
make recommendations to improve water quality, which will in 
turn help Chikaming Open Lands pinpoint high-priority areas 

for conservation.  

Chikaming Open Lands is so pleased to be a part of both of 
these partnerships, which allow us to significantly increase our 
reach, capabilities, and financial resources in two important 

pieces of our conservation mission— invasive species control 
and improving water quality in our area.    

We will continue to let you know how each of these initiatives is  
progressing on our website, and in future newsletters.  
So stay tuned! 

Stewardship Workdays 
Caring for and restoring land creates a physical 
connection between human and earth. We have 
created stewardship plans to help volunteers 
better connect with the land and the work we do 
to preserve it. The more we understand our  
nature preserves, the better connected we are to 
the land. 

Chikaming Open Lands hosts Stewardship 
Workdays  monthly from April through  
November, when volunteers remove invasive 
plant species, clear debris, build trails, install 
informational kiosks, and other tasks as needed. 
Each workday includes an educational  
component like plant identification, guided  
nature walks through the properties, and more. 

 
We invite you to volunteer and join us for one 
of our stewardship workdays in 2016, not only 
to help us tend the preserves, but to learn more 
about the ecological characteristics of each 
property or simply for a fun and rewarding  
experience in the great outdoors! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us for one of our upcoming  
Stewardship Days! 

 
June 11– Grand Beach Marsh Preserve 
10:00 a.m. to Noon . We'll be working on 
invasive species control and installing new  
interactive trail markers.  
 
Also mark your calendar for July 9, August 
13, September 10, October 8 &  
November 12; projects to be determined! 
Stay tuned. 
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Land Conservation Policy Partners 

Heart of the Lakes (HOL) is Michigan’s center for land conservation policy,  
working to strengthen  the collective efforts of organizations dedicated to the  
conservation of Michigan’s environmentally and economically significant land and 
water. HOL provides leadership, innovative ideas, and advocates for smart public 
policy for the benefit of Michigan land conservancies and the communities they 
serve. More than 40 Michigan land conservancies are members of HOL including 
Chikaming Open Lands. 
 
HOL provides a policy voice in Lansing for Chikaming Open Lands and other land 
conservancies on important land and water conservation matters. It also works to 
educate state policy makers on important land conservation issues. As a small and 
fairly young land conservancy, Chikaming Open Lands does not have the capacity 
to spend time with government affairs, so we greatly appreciate the expertise HOL 
provides in this arena!   
 
HOL provides services for training and building capacity for member land  
conservancies.  In 2013-14 Chikaming Open Lands received a matching grant from 
HOL and the Land Trust Alliance (LTA) Advancing Conservancy Excellence 
(ACE) program to hire a part-time staffer to administer the voluminous renewal of 

accreditation data. The grant provided a critical capacity piece that helped the initiative move smoothly through the  
18-month (yes, 18!) process to completion, and ultimately, the renewal of our accreditation. HOL also provides helpful 
land conservation tools such as the Michigan conservation easement model that we use for all of our conservation  
easement projects to protect our special corner of Southwest Michigan.  
 
Heart of the Lakes is a collective voice for Michigan land conservancies, and a valuable partner to Chikaming Open 
Lands—the services and training HOL provides helps ensure our future growth and sustainability.  

Get to Know Heart of the Lakes! 

Greenbush Brewing Company Creates  
Limited Edition Wildlife Series T-Shirts to 
Benefit Chikaming Open Lands! 

Here’s something really cool! Our good friends at Greenbush Brewing  
Company are rolling out a sharp new line of t-shirts with a local wildlife theme.  
And here’s the best part: they will be donating a portion of the proceeds to 
Chikaming Open Lands! 
 
The first design, pictured at right, features a great horned owl, and is expected 
to be released in May. Other new designs will follow, to be released throughout 
the year. These t-shirt designs are all one-time offerings, and will only be  
available as supplies last. So go over there and get yourself one.  Not only will 
you look amazing in your new t-shirt, but you will have supported Chikaming 
Open Lands. There’s no downside! 
 
Even if you don’t buy a shirt (but you really should!) stop in to the Taproom or 
the Annex and thank the good folks there for being such great supporters of 
conservation here in our area. It’s something we can all benefit from. 
 
Visit Greenbush at 5885 Sawyer Rd. in Sawyer. Find them online at 
www.greenbushbrewing.com. 



2016 Upcoming Events 
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Chikaming Open Lands and Fernwood Botanical Gardens Present… 
Green Screens: An Environmental Film Festival 
Watch. Learn. Get Inspired! 

Wednesday, June 29, 7:00 p.m. at the Vickers Theater  
Seeds of Time  
10,000 years ago, our ancestors began breeding and domesticating plants that have resulted in the 
crops we eat today. But as the production of high yielding, uniform varieties has increased, the  
genetic diversity of these domesticated crops is steadily vanishing. Confronted with the global 
pressures of feeding a growing population in a time when staple crops face new threats from  
disease and changing climates, agriculture pioneer Cary Fowler is fighting to re-invent a  
lasting global food system. Follow Cary as he embarks on a passionate and personal journey that 
may save the future of our food: our seeds. 

Wednesday, July 27, 7:00 p.m. at the Vickers Theater 
The Messenger   
For thousands of years, songbirds were regarded by mankind as messengers from the gods.  
Today, these creatures have woven inextricably into the fabric of our environment-- and they are 
vanishing at an alarming rate. As scientists, activists and bird enthusiasts investigate this  
phenomenon, amazing secrets of the bird world come to light for the first time in this acclaimed 
and visually thrilling documentary. As in ancient times, songbirds may once again be carrying a 
message to humans - one that we ignore at our own peril. 

Seating is limited! Advance reservations recommended. 
$10 per person, per film ($8 for COL and/or Fernwood members), $15 per person for both films 
($12 for COL and/or Fernwood members). Register by contacting Fernwood at (269) 695-6491. 

The 7th Annual Barn Benefit 
September 17, 2016 from 5:00pm to 7:30pm 

Chikaming Open Lands’ 7th Annual Barn Benefit will be 
held at the quaint and historic farmstead of Richard and 
Nancy Spain on Prairie Road in Three Oaks. This 20-acre 
partially-wooded property features the early 20th century-
era farmhouse owned by the original owners of the  
Swedish Bakery in Harbert. Attendees will enjoy  
cocktails, hors d’oeuvres, live and silent auctions and 
good company in a beautiful outdoor setting. The annual 
Barn Benefit raises a significant portion of the funding 
that supports our mission of preserving the lands and  
waters in this special corner of Southwest Michigan. 

Sponsorship opportunities are available! Call Jen  
Thompson at (269) 405-1006 for more information. 

Also coming up... 
Marsh Meander in the Voyager Canoe  Saturday, August 20, 10:00 a.m. Meander through the channels of the Louis J. Sima 
Marsh and enjoy the natural beauty of one of the richest habitats in the world. $10 per person, free to COL members. Space is limited!  
Register by contacting COL at (269) 405-1006 or col@chikamingopenlands.org.  
 

Nature of the Beach Walk  Saturday, October  8, 1:00 p.m.  Explore the wild side of our  Lake Michigan beaches with Love 
Creek naturalist Pat Underwood, looking for beach plants and signs of animals. We’ll also investigate the different kinds of rocks  
present and learn what “Indian Beads” really are – or used to be!  Meet at Weko Beach, Bridgman. Space is limited! Register by contacting 
COL at (269) 405-1006 or col@chikamingopenlands.org.  

http://chikamingopenlands.org/files/sponsor-brochure.pdf
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Three Cheers for Our Volunteers!! 
Hawthorne Lane Donation 

Chikaming Open Lands 
12291 Red Arrow Highway 

Sawyer, MI 49125 
(269) 405-1006 

chikamingopenlands.org 

In late March of this year, the Hawthorne Lane Homeowners  
Association, led by long-time Chikaming Open Lands supporter 
Frank (Mac) Sims, donated a conservation easement on 4.74 acres 
of open space within the development.   
 
Not only does this easement protect woodland and the scenic views 
on East Road, Hawthorne Lane contains vernal pools, which are 
small, isolated, temporary wetlands that are important for  
maintaining healthy forest ecosystems. Vernal pools provide critical 
breeding habitats for amphibians and invertebrates, as well as for a 
number of other plants and animals, including rare and declining 
species. They also are important for nutrient cycling, water storage, 
groundwater recharge and flood control, and may improve water 
quality.  
 
Conservation of vernal pools is becoming a statewide priority due to 
their vulnerability to climate change and over-development. We are 
so grateful that this generous donation has allowed us to protect this 
important piece of land. A huge thank you to Mac and the  
Hawthorne Lane Homeowners Association!  

Conserving Vernal Pools 


